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MORE DRAMATIC GROWTH
PREDICTED FOR
INTERNET ADSPEND
Global internet adspend is set to grow 28.2 per
cent in 2007, outpacing adspend in other media,
which is expected to grow by 3.9 per cent, according to media research consultancy ZenithOptimedia.
The company said that the rise of the internet has
been dramatic. It has taken only 11 years to overtake two long-established media: cinema (which
it overtook in 1997) and outdoor (which it overtook this year) and by 2009 it will be larger than
radio.
Internet’s share of total adspend will increase
from 5.8 per cent in 2006 to 8.6 per cent in 2009
and is headed for well over 10 per cent, predicts
the consultancy.
However, the web still has a way go to before it
catches up with the magazines sector, which currently has a 12.9 per cent share of total adspend
(forecast to edge down gradually to 12.5 per cent
by 2009), and newspapers, which accounts for
29.1 per cent in 2006, slipping to 27.3 per cent in
2009.
Generally global adspend continues to grow
slightly faster than average, thanks to the benign
state of the economy. ZenithOptimedia predicts
the world ad market will grow 5.4 per cent in
2007, 5.8 per cent in 2008 and 5.3 per cent in
2009, staying ahead of the 5.1 per cent rate it has
grown at for the last ten years.
Asia Pacific, Central and Eastern Europe and the
Middle East are driving the above-trend growth;
North America, Western Europe and Latin America are behind the world average.
China and Russia are rising quickly through the
ranks of the world’s largest ad markets. China
and Russia will be the second and third largest
contributors of new dollars to the world ad market between 2006 and 2009, by virtue of their
rapid growth and large scale. The USA, however,
will still add far more ad dollars than any other
market (30 per cent of the global total), despite
its more modest growth in percentage terms.
Source: FIPP
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BEIRUT FORUM EXAMINES
WIDESPREAD PRESS FREEDOM ABUSES
IN ARAB WORLD
Editors, publishers and journalists from across the Arab
world testified about numerous and widespread press
freedom abuses in the region at a "Media in Danger Press Under Siege" conference in Beirut, Lebanon, organised by the World Association of Newspapers and the
An-Nahar newspaper.
They weren’t short of solutions, either, although implementing them would be a daunting task.
"I am not exaggerating when I say the Arab press is witnessing one of the worst periods of its life," said Salaheddine El Hafez, Vice Editor-in-chief of Egypt’s Al
Ahram and Secretary General of the Arab Journalists
Association. "The margin of freedom for the Arab press
is severely limited and we have evidence of that in our
daily lives."
The two-day conference, which ended Monday, focused
on supporting the development of independent, professional media in the Middle East.
Speakers testified about the widespread and varied obstacles that inhibit the development of the Arab press -political repression, draconian legislation, censorship and
self-censorship, illiteracy and sectarianism, poor training, lack of resources and more.
"Arab rulers, regardless of their differences, agree on one
thing -- all of them consider the Arab press to be their
sworn enemy," said Jamal Amer, Editor-in-chief of Al
Wasat in Yemen.
And the problems don’t just stem from Arab leaders. "I
still self-censor myself, not because of fear that the state
will punish me, but for fear of the reaction on the street,"
said Ahmed Benchemsi, Publisher and Managing Editor
of Tel Quel in Morocco. "I can defy the state. But defying the people -- that’s quite tougher, when you have
thousands of people in the street and they can attack your
newspaper."
The conference focused on four main areas: physical
danger to journalists; repressive laws and regulations;
censorship and self-censorship; and achieving economic

independence and financial viability. Speakers came from Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
The press freedom problems vary from country to country but are serious everywhere. In Egypt, for example,
which has numerous and often contradictory press laws, "everything we do can lead to prison," said Ibrahim
Issa, Editor-in-chief of Al-Dustour.
In Iraq, where 44 media workers have been assassinated in 2006 alone, the possibility of death is a constant
concern. "I can tell you that a journalist who works in the main media is always a target," said Alia Talib, head
of Iraqis for Public Broadcasting, a monitoring group.
In Palestine, freedom of movement is limited and Israeli authorities often refuse to recognise a Palestinian’s
right to work as a journalist, said Abdelrahim Abdallah, Journalism Unit Director of the Media Institute at Birzeit University,
And even in countries with a relatively free press, such as Morocco, there are taboo subjects, or "red lines"
which journalists cross at their peril.
"The problem is, nobody knows where the line is," said David Ignatius, Associate Editor and Columnist for the
Washington Post, who chaired the session on censorship. "Journalists tend to push the boundaries, and they
don’t know that they’ve passed it until they’re arrested."
Though there was little cause for optimism, there were plenty of suggested solutions. These included:
•

The establishment of "standards of free expression," which include freedom of speech, freedom of access,
transparency, honest reporting and objectivity. "In the west, these might be considered self-evident, but in
our societies we have to remind people over and over again about the importance of these things in the
face of oppressive regimes," said Mr El Hafez.

•

Aggressive prosecution of those who target and murder journalists and an end to a culture of impunity.

•

The proliferation of financially viable independent newspapers where journalists can work without favour.

•

Better training, salaries and benefits for journalists, and support for their families if they are attacked or
killed.

•

Respect for rule of law and the abolition of repressive media laws.

"There is very little hope of practicing journalism without danger as long as we have laws that limit freedom of
speech," said Mr Amer. "We must change the laws and promote the free press. We must work with international
organizations that promote freedom. We must call on the United Nations to play a role in implementing Article
19 of the Declaration of Human Rights. We must consider that attacking journalists is an international concern,
no matter where it occurs. We have to let everyone know what is going on."
In parallel with the conference, WAN organised a training seminar for Iraqi journalists, hosted a meeting of
press freedom organisations that are monitoring the freedom of expression situation in Tunisia, and continued
work on its Arab Press Development Project, which encourages the exchange between newspapers throughout
the Arab region and supports them in implementing successful commercial and editorial strategies.
Source: WAN
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